Geometric parameters of the title compound, C 10 H 14 NO 2 + Á-Cl À ÁH 2 O, are in the usual ranges. The tetrahydropyridine ring adopts a half-chair conformation with the methyl group in an equatorial and the hydroxy group in an axial position. The crystal packing is stabilized by O-HÁ Á ÁO, O-HÁ Á ÁCl and N-HÁ Á ÁCl hydrogen bonds. The absolute configurations of both chiral centres have been determined to be R.
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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: X-AREA (Stoe & Cie, 2001 ); cell refinement: X-AREA; data reduction: X-AREA; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 1997); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 1997); molecular graphics: PLATON (Spek, 2003) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
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S2. Experimental
L-Phenylephrine.hydrochloride (10 g, 0.05 mol) was taken in 25 ml of water and stirred for 10 min. by adjusting the pH to 7 using 1 N sodium bicarbonate solution. 4 g of formaldehyde was added yo the above mixture and stirred for 3 days.
The reaction mass was concentrated to residue. Acetone/ethylacetate mixture was added and filtered. The filtrate was allowed to evaporate. The crystals were obtained from a 1:1 mixture of acetone and toluene (m.p.: 507-509 K).
S3. Refinement
H atoms were found in a difference map, but those bonded to C were refined using a riding model with C-H ranging from 0.95Å to 1.00Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) or U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C methyl ). The methyl group was allowed to rotate but not to tip. H atoms bonded to N and O were freely refined. 
